S1
General: All chemicals were used as received without further manipulations. Methanol was not detected. The screening of reaction conditions were performed in a Parr autoclave (model: 4774) containing sites for six glass-vials (~4 mL). Importantly, the vials were not sealed; hence during reaction the methanol may evaporate from the vials.
S2
Bisphenol A (2): Afterwards the autoclave was cooled to room temperature and the hydrogen pressure was carefully released. Purification was performed by silica gel column chromatography (petroleum ether: acetone, 8:2, R f = 0.18). Bisphenol A was obtained as colorless crystals in 97 % yield (1.516 g, 6.641 mmol). The NMR spectra are in accordance to the spectra presented for depolymerization of commercially available poly(bisphenol A carbonate) 1a
(vide supra).
